FINAL  REPORT 


ON  TIIK 


MILWAUKEE  TEST  if  lit  THIRTIETH  DILUTION. 


The  Milwaukee  Academy  of  Medicine,  in  completing  the  Patho¬ 
genetic  and  Therapeutic  Test  of  the  Thirtieth  llahnemannian  Dilu¬ 
tion,  makes  the  following  report: 

That  the  unavoidable  delay  in  making  the  report,  was  due  to  the 
removal  of  the  depositary,  Rev.  G.  T.  Ltuld,  from  this  city,  to  Bruns¬ 
wick,  Maine;  to  his  absence  from  home,  caused  by  the  illness  and 
death  of  his  father;  and  to  the  tardiness  of  the  reports  from  the 
experimenters. 

That  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  test,  we  have  adhered 
strictly  to  the  details  of  the  plan  for  a  scientific  test  of  the  patho¬ 
genetic  and  therapeutic  action  of  the  thirtieth  llahnemannian 
dilution;  full  particulars  of  which,  were  published  in  the  circular 
issued  by  this  society  in  December,  1878.  The  object  of  the  test  and 
the  modus  operaiuli  were  announced  as  follows: 

#  *  #  ..  The  object  0f  this  test  is  to  determine  whether,  or  not.  this  preparation 

can  produce  any  medicinal  action  on  the  human  organism,  in  health  or  disease. 

“  A  vial  of  pure  sugar  |*ellets,  moistened  with  the  thirtieth  llahnemannian  dilution 
of  Aconite  and  nine  similar  vials,  moistened  with  pure  alcohol,  so  as  to  make  them 
resemble  the  test  j>el lets,  shall  l>e  given  to  the  prover.  The  vials  are  to  he  numbered 
l,  2.  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9  and  10.  The  number  given  to  the  Aconite  vial  shall  be 
unknown  to  the  prover,  and  it  shall  be  his  task  to  determine  which  of  the  ten  vials 
contains  Aconite. 

*•  These  preparations  are  to  l>e  put  up  with  the  greatest  care,  in  the  presence  of  the 
members  of  the  Milwaukee  Academy  of  Medicine,  and  then  placed  in  the  hands  of  an 
unprejudiced  layman  of  unimpeachable  honor,  who  shall  number  and  dispense  the 
vials  as  they  are  called  for  by  the  provers. 

“The  prover*  must  l>e  physicians  of  acknowledged  ability,  who  possess  a  good 
knowledge  of  the  recorded  symptomatology  of  Aconite,  and  who  have  faith  in  the 
efficacy  of  the  thirtieth  dilution. 

********* 

“  Preparations  of  Arsenicum  album ,  Aurum  metallicum ,  Carbo  vey eta  bill's,  Nat  rum 
muriaticum  and  Sulphur  in  the  thirtieth  I  lahnemanniau  dilution,  made  with  the 
same  precautions  and  care  as  this  of  Aconitum,  shall  lie  used  as  a  test  of  the  thera¬ 
peutic  |>owers  of  the  thirtieth  dilutions.  In  consideration  of  the  inconvenience  of 
experimenting  on  the  sick,  arising  from  popular  prejudices,  the  number  of  vials  of 
“  unmedicated  ”  |**llels  may  lie  limited  to  one  for  each  remedy,  and  the  experiments 
tried  mostly  in  chronic  diseases.  The  real  gain  to  the  healing  art,  which  will  be 
accomplished  by  the  establishment  of  the  truth  or  falsity  of  the  theory  . »f  “  potenii- 
zation,”  will  amply  coni|iensale  for  the  risk  of  delaying  a  few  cures. 

“The  experimenters  must  be  physicians  of  acknowledged  ability,  who  |iossess  a 
good  knowledge  of  the  thera|ieulic  indications  of  the  remedies  tried  and  who  profess 
faith  in  the  efficacy  of  the  thirtieth  dilution.”  *  *  * 
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FINAL  REPORT  ON  THE  MILWAUKEE  TEST 


The  committee  appointed  by  the  Milwaukee  Academy  of  Medicine, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  arrangements  to  prepare  a  scientific  test 
of  the  efficacy  of  the  Thirtieth  Hahnemannian  Dilution,  reported 
as  follows : 

Mr.  President:  Your  committee  have  carefully  considered  the  plan  proposed  in 
Dr.  Lewis  Sherman’s  paper,  for  testing  the  efficacy  of  the  thirtieth  Hahnemannian 
dilution,  and  we  are  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  the  test  proposed  in  that  paper 
is  fair  and  honorable,  and  that  the  interests  of  science  demand  that  it  should  be  made. 

We  recommend, 

That  our  society  undertake  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  test,  and  that  to  this 
end  the  essential  features  and  the  practical  details  of  the  test  be  given  for  publication 
as  soon  as  practicable  to  every  regular  Homoeopathic  periodical  printed  in  the  Eng¬ 
lish  language;  and  that  translations  of  the  same  be  sent  to  every  known  regular 
Homoeopathic  periodical  printed  in  foreign  languages ;  and  that  all  other  appropriate 
and  accessible  means  be  employed  to  give  the  test  publicity. 

That  the  directions  given  by  Hahnemann  for  the  preparation  of  the  thirtieth 
dilution  be  followed  with  the  most  scrupulous  exactness ;  that  the  alcohol  used  be 
of  the  purest  quality  obtainable,  and  that  to  this  end,  a  quantity  of  the  best  so-called 
“  Homoeopathic  Alcohol  ”  be  redistilled  in  glass  for  the  purposes  of  this  test. 

That  the  Rev.  Geo.  T.  Ladd,  of  Milwaukee,  be  selected  to  number  and  dispense 
the  vials  of  test  pellets  as  they  are  called  for  by  the  provers  and  experimenters; 
and  that  he  give  a  solemn  pledge  that  he  will  not,  in  any  manner,  reveal  to  any 
person  which  of  the  preparations  coming  from  his  hands  have  been  medicated  with 
the  thirtieth  dilution,  until  he  shall  have  been  called  upon  to  do  so  by  this  society, 
and  that  he  will  use  every  means  in  his  power  to  preserve  the  purity  of  the  materials 
entrusted  to  his  care,  and  to  make  the  test  fair  and  honorable. 

That  all  provers  and  experimenters  be  requiVed  to  send  their  reports  to  the  secre¬ 
tary,  Dr.  Albert  Schlcemilch,  before  the  first  dayfcof  December,  1879;  and  that  the 
result  be  published  in  full  about  the  first  of  January,  1880. 

And  finally,  That  this  society  appropriate  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  furnishing  and  delivering  the  test  pellets  of  Aconite  to  one  hundred 
provers — these  being  selected  from  the  first  who  apply — and  that  the  other  provers 
and  experimenters  be  required  to  pay  in  advance  to  the  secretary  of  the  society  the 
sum  of  thirty  cents  for  each  set  of  test  pellets  sent  them. 

Milwaukee,  Dec.  3d,  1878. 

Eugene  F.  Storke,  M.D.,  Albert  Schlcemilch,  M.D., 
Robert  Martin,  M.D.,  G.  C.  McDermott,  M.D., 

E.  M.  Rosenkrans,  M.D.,  O.  W.  Carlson,  M.D. 

Julia  Ford,  M.D. 

The  society  unanimously  adopted  the  report,  and  has  used  every 
possible  means  to  give  the  test  publicity. 

We  would  further  report, 

That  the  medicines  .used  iu  making  the  dilutions  for  the  thera¬ 
peutic  test,  were  obtained  from  the  pharmacy  of  Messrs.  Boericke  & 
Tafel,  and  the  Aconite  tincture  was  tested  by  several  members  of  this 
society,  and  found  to  produce  its  pathogenetic  effects. 

That  the  dilutions  were  made  by  this  society,  in  accordance  with 
the  Hahnemannian  directions  for  the  preparation  of  the  thirtieth 

That  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the  society,  held  April  1,  1879,  the 
following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted : 

“  Upon  application  by  any  Professor  in  a  Medical  College,  or  any  other  public 
advocate  of  the  High  Potencies,  the  Academy  will  prepare  and  furnish  the  30th 
Hahnemannian  Dilution  of  any  remedy  in  common  use,  for  the  purpose,  and  in 
accordance  with  the  terms,  heretofore  published  in  the  pamphlet  entitled  ‘A  Test  of 
the  Thirtieth  Dilution.’  ” 


OS  THE  THIRTIETH  DILUTION. 


3 


That  in  accordance  with  various  requests  of  the  provers  we  have 
prepared  in  addition  to  the  dilutions  mentioned  in  the  pamphlet, 
pathogenetic  test*  of  Nux  vomica ,  Bella/ lonna  and  Arsenicum  album, 
and  therapeutic  text*  of  Sulphur  and  Digitalis. 

That  the  bottles  containing  the  thirtieth  dilutions,  thus  prepared, 
together  with  a  bottle  of  the  alcohol  used  in  their  preparation,  were 
given  directly  into  the  custody  of  the  depositary.  That  he  was  also 
supplied  with  pure  sugar  pellets,  vials  and  mailing  boxes,  and  that  he 
was  requested  to  medicate  the  pellets,  and  dispense  them  according 
to  orders,  which  lie  might  receive  from  the  secretary. 

That  the  applications  for  the  test  cases  were  given  directly  to  the 
depositary  as  soon  after  their  receipt  as  possible;  that  all  cases  given 
out  were  sent  by  him  in  response  to  applications  received  by  this 
society  from  the  provers;  and  that  in  answer  to  our  request  wo 
received  from  him  a  thoroughly  sealed  envelope,  containing  the  sub¬ 
joined  rejRjrt : 

Bow  do  in  College,  Brunswick,  Me.,  Jan.  2G,  1880. 

To  the  Milwaukee  Academy  of  Medicine — Gentlemen:  'The  report 
which  is  herewith  submitted  to  you,  1  beg  leave  to  preface  with  the 
following  statements: 

'Flic  work  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  entrust  to  me,  has  been 
most  carefully  and  scrupulously  done;  the  record  has  been  accurately 
kept,  and  secluded  from  all  eyes  but  my  own. 

Croat  pains  has  been  taken  to  exclude  entirely  the  possibility  of 
guessing  the  medicated  vials,  instead  of  discovering  them  by  scientific 
experiment. 

Nothing  has  been  permitted  to  indicate  a  difference  in  the  vials 
tested,  or  to  make  it  possible  for  any  experimenter  to  detect  in  any 
way  the  reasons  for  choosing  one  number,  rather  than  another,  of 
all  the  vials  numbered  to  contain  the  medicated  pellets. 

So  far  as  the  test  has  been  made,  it  has  been  made  under  the 
fairest  conditions  possible  for  me  to  secure. 

With  these  remarks,  I  invite  your  attention  to  the  appended 
itemized  statement  of  the  tests  sent,  the  time  of  sending,  the  persons 
to  whom  sent,  and  the  numbers  in  each  test  of  the  medicated  vials. 

These,  gentlemen,  are  all  the  vials  sent  out  by  me  in  accordance 
with  the  instructions  received  from  your  committee. 

1  am,  very  respectfully  yours,  Geo.  T.  Ladd. 

In  the  tabular  statement,  the  number  of  the  medicated  vial  in  the 
eases  not  tested,  or  not  rc|x>rted,  has  been  withheld  bv  the  society, 
for  obvious  reasons.  The  last  column,  giving  the  report  of  the 
experimenter,  has  been  added,  to  make  the  report  complete. 

Note.  Beside  the  above,  an  application  was  received  from  Dr. 
Adams,  of  Toronto,  Canada,  for  Lye.*",  in  a  ten-sial  test.  The 
material  was  prepared  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  Academy,  and  sent 
by  express  to  Prof.  Dadd.  Dr.  Adams’  name  not  appearing  in  Prof. 
Ladd’s  report,  wo  infer  that  the  package  did  not  reach  him,  after  his 
removal  from  this  city. 
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Or.  J.  \V  Thompson . 

Prof  C  B.  Gatchell . 

Dr.  H.  L.  Waldo . 

Dr.  W  S.  Gillett . 

Dr.  K.  Lippincott . 

Dr.  W.  H.  Blakeley . 

Dr.  W.  B  Trites . 

Dr.  G.  R.  Mitchell . 

Dr.  C.  R  Muzzey . 

[Prof.  A.  W.  Woodward . 

iDr.  J.  H.  Thompson . 

Dr.  N.  S  “ 


Per.no)  er.. 


Dr.  C  H.  Hall . 

Dr  M.  A.  Reis.... 
Dr.  O.  W.  Smith. 


Prof.  A.  Uhlemeyer.. 
Dr.  W.  F.  Morgan.... 


Dr.  O.  S.  Childs.. 
Dr.  Collesson . 


Dr.  Wm.  Eggert... 
Dr.  Petrus  Nelson.. 

Dr.  H.  A.  Foster... 


Dr.  T.  L.  Brown... 
Dr.  E.  C.  Morrill.. 
Dr.  C.  W.  Mohr . 

Dr.  W.  M.  Butler- 


Dr.  L.  A.  Campbell . 


Dr  J.  A.  Pearsall. . 
Dr.  T.  A.  Martin.. 


W 


Greenfield,  Mass . 

Ann  Arbor,  Mich . 

West  Troy,  N.  Y . 

Fox  Lake,  Wis . 

Bowling  Green,  Ky.. 


Manayunk,  Pa . 

Richland  Centre,  Wis.. 

Watertown,  Wis . 

Chicago,  Ill . 

New  York,  N.  Y . 

Kenosha,  Wis . 


Madison,  Wis . 

Milwaukee,  Wis . 

Union  Springs,  N.  Y. 


St.  Louis,  Mo . 

Leavenworth,  Kan.. 

Bcaver  Dam,  Wis.... 
St.  Louis,  Mo . 


Indianapolis,  Ind . 

Minneapolis,  Minn... 

Buffalo,  N.  Y . 

Binghampton,  N.  Y. 

Norwalk,  O . 

Philadelphia,  Pa . 

Middletown,  N.  Y . 


Attleboro,  Mass. 


Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y.. 
Delavan,  Wis . 


*  Five  vials,  one  containing  Arsen.  30. 

RECAPITULATION. 


TEN-VIAL,  OR  PATHOGENETIC  TEST. 

Number  of  tests  applied  for  and  sent  out, .  25 

Number  of  tests  on  which  reports  have  been  received .  9 

Number  of  tests  in  which  the  medicated  vial  was  found, .  o 

TWO-VIAL,  OR  THERAPEUTIC  TEST. 

Number  of  tests  applied  for  and  sent  out, .  47 

Number  of  tests  on  which  reports  have  been  received, .  1 

Number  of  tests  in  which  the  medicated  vial  was  found, .  1 

FIVE-VIAL  TEST  OF  DR.  PENNOYER. 

Number  of  tests  applied  for  and  sent  out, .  1 

Number  of  tests  on  which  reports  have  been  received, .  o 

Number  of  tests  in  which  the  medicated  vial  was  found, .  o 


The  thanks  of  tins  society  are  due  to  Professor  Geo.  T.  Ladd,  of 
Bowdoin  College,  Maine,  for  his  disinterested  work  in  the  interests 
of  medical  science  ;  to  the  Hahnemannian  Monthly,  the  St.  Louis 
Clinical  Review  and  the  U.  S.  Medical  Investigator,  for  publishing  the 
plan  of  the  test;  and  above  all,  to  the  persons  who  have  magnani¬ 
mously  taken  part  in  the  experiment. 

By  order  of  the  Milwaukee  Academy  of  Medicine, 

Sami  Potter,  M.D.,  Brest. 

Eugene  F.  StorJce,  M.D.,  Secy. 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  Feb.  16,  1880. 


